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Will the Lord caft off forever ? and will be be ‘favours 
able no more ? 

Is bis mercy clean gone forever ? Doth bis promife fail 
Sorevermore ? 

Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? Hath he in anger 
Jout up bis tender mercies? Selah. 

And I faid, this is my infirmity :\ But I will remem- 
ber the years of the right band of the Moft High. 

I will remember the works of the Lord: Surely I will 
remember thy wonders of old. 


I will meditate alfo of all thy work, and talk of thy 
doings. 


: HE theatre is not yet opened, wherein folid 

happinefs can be found by man.’ God ne- 
ver defigned we thould enjoy compleat felicity in this 
ftate of difcipline. Every fcene that opens upon us, 
in the prefent drama of human life, has in it an in- 
termixture of good and evil. The moft profperous 
and happy condition is attended with many unavoid- 
able forrows and troubles. There is alfo a certain 
proportion of good to be found in the moft adverfe 
and diftreffing circumftances. In profperity we find 


~ enough of evil to wean us from this world, and teach 


Us 


( 4) 
us to feek for happinefs in that Fetter country, whigh 
chriftianity opens to our view. And in adverfity we 
experience fo much of the undeferved goodneis of 
God, as affords abundant matter for thankigiving, and 
lays a foundation for hope and truft. 


But fuch is the perverfenefs of our nature, that 
profperity is apt to make us forgetful of God and our 
future interefts; and adverfity, to fill our minds with 
murmuring and defpondency, and to turn off our at- 
tention from the many mercies that are intermixed 
with our troubles, and which demand our grateful 
acknowledgments. 


In times of calamity, men are apt to confine their 
views too much to the dark fide of things, and, look- 
ing through the gloomy mediums of doubt and dif- 
truft, to wrap their minds in clouds of ominous dark- 
nefs, and fill them with anxious anticipations of fu- 
ture evils, which may never happen. From hence 
arife unworthy thoughts of God and his providential 
government, inconfiftent with that grateful and re- 
figned frame of mind, which it becomes us as rea- 
fonable creatures, and as chriftians, to cultivate and 
preferve “ through all the changing fcenes of life.” 
Did we but frequently turn our eyes off from the dark, 
_and fix them upon the fair and bright fide of things, 
we fhould find ourfelves furrounded with fo many 
mercies, even in the moft unfavourable concurrence of | 
events, as would, at the fame time, ferve to mitigate 
our forrows, to excite our gratitude to God, and en- 
courage a religious and cheerful dependance on his 
providence. 


Though the difpenfations of divine providence are 
fometimes overcaft with clouds and darknefs, yet even 
at fuch times, we are not left wholly deftitute and for- 

lorn ; 


lorn ; but heve many experjmental evidences of the 
paternal care of eur heavenly father. Some rays of di- 
vine goodnels fhine through the darkeft fcenes. And 
if, religioufly refigned to the_will of God, we behave 
well, in times of trouble, we have reafon to hope, 
that in the iffue of things, good will come to us out 
of evil. For that God contults the good of his crea- 
tures, not only in the mercies he beftows, but in the 
evils he brings upon them, during their ftate of pro- 
bation, is a truth, which no one can doubt of, who 
entertains juft apprehenfions of the perfections of his 
nature. Juftice and righteouinefs are the pillars of 
his throne ; and his dominion is founded in infinite 
wifdom, equity and benevolence. 


But, befides an attention to the many bleffings, that 
are mingled with the troubles and afflictions of this 
life, it would be well for us, in all times of adverfity, 
diftrefs and danger; and whenever the afpects of 
providence are dark, and our minds are agitated with 
anxious follicitudes about the event of things; to turn 
our thoughts back upon paft favours, and reflect on 
the manifold mercies we have already received. This 
would tend ‘to banifh all murmuring, diftruft and ill- © 
boding apprehenfions from cur minds ; to awaken 
thofe grateful fentiments for favours paft, that are re- 
quifite to prepare us for the reception of future need- 
ed mercies ; and to difpofe us to exercife fuch an 
humble and cheerful dependance on the goodnefs of 
God for all neceffary fuccour and relief, as would be 
-amighty fupport to our fpirits, under the moft griev- 
gus outward trials and calamities. This, as appears 
from the paflage at the head of this difcourfe, was 
the method which the Pfalmift took, to raife himfelf 
from def{pondency, and encourage his hope in God, 
in a time of diftrefs and affliction. 

: What 
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What the particular calamities were, that the pfalm- 
ift here refers to, or whether they were of a publick 
or private aature, we cannot perhaps certainly deter- 
mine ; but it is plain they were fuch as lay very hea- 
vy.on his mind, and caufed him almoft to doubt of 
the goodnefs of divine providence. ‘ His complaints, 
as one obferves, feem to be of perfonal grievances, 
but the encouragements relate to the public concerns 
of the church: If they were private troubles that he 
wa3 groaning under, we are therefore taught that 
what God has wrought for his church in general, 
may be improved for the comfort of particular belie- 
vers : If it was fome public calamity, that he is here 
lamenting, his {peaking of it fo feelingly, as if it was ~ 
fome particular trouble of his own, fhews us how 
much we fhould lay to heart the interefts of the 
church of God, and make them our own.” 


The Pfalmift under melancholy fears and prefages 
refpecting the iffue of his troubles, and almoft ready 
to renounce his hope in God, exprefles himfelf in the 
language of a difconfolate, deferted foul, walking in 
darkne(s, with fcarcely one reviving ray of light, to 
comfort and cheer it. Will the Lord caft off forever 2 
And will be be favourable no more? Is bis mercy clean 
gone forever ? Doth bis promife fail for evermore ? 
Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? Hath be in anger 
hut up bis tender mercies? But as he is going on in 
this melancholy ftrain, he fuddenly checks himfelf, 
with that word, Se/ab. He paufes, and,-on a mo- 
ment’s refleGiion, finds that his thoughts had taken a 
wrong turn. This 75 my infirmity, {ays he ; that is, 
 thefe diftruftful thoughts of providence; thefe gloomy 

fears and apprehenfions, are owing to my weaknefs 

and wrong views of things. And in order to reco~ 

ver himfelf from this ftate of dejection, and encou- 

rage his truft in God for deliverance, he calls to a 
1S 
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his paft favours and loving-kindneffes. I will remem- 
ber, fays he, the years of the right band of the Molt 
High, 1 will remember the works of the Lord ; Jurely 
L will remember thy wonders of old, &c. 


The text does therefore, naturally {uggeft the fol- 
lowing obfervation, viz. That in times of trouble, dif- 
ficulty and danger, a grateful commemoration of for- 
mer inftances of divine mercy and goodnefs, would 
be of excellent fervice, to keep us from defponden- 
cy, and to encourage a cheerful hope in God, and de- 
pendance on his providence for all needed faivation. 


I prefume, my hearers, you all believe that the pro- 
vidence of God prefides over the world, and inter- 
pofes in all human affairs ; that all fecond caufes and 
{ubordinate agents are fubjeét to his government ; that 
no events happen contrary to, or befide his will, po- 
fitive or permiffive ; that riches, and honour, and 
profperity, come from him ; and that all adverfities 
and calamities, whether public or private, are order- 
ed by him. Without fuch a faith as this, we cannot 
take a fingle flep towards a religious improvement, ei- 
ther of mercies or,afflitions. Such a faith is necef- 
fary to lay a foundation for gratitude in profperity, 
and for refignation and truft in God in adverfity. 
This faith is the fupport of good men, amidft the con- 
fofions and diforders,the wars,tumults and revolutions 
of this world, and in all times of hazard and danger. 
Such men, believing that all things are fubject to the 
fuperintending providence of God, infinitely wile and 
infinitely gracious, cheerfully refer themfelves to his 
mercy, in confidence that he will fo difpofe events, 
as fhall be for their intereft and advantage, on the 
whole. Upon the wifdom, power, and goodnefs of 
God, they depend; and are ready to fay with the 
Plalmift, God 1s our refuge and ftrength, a very prefent 

: help 
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~ belp in trouble: therefore will we not fear, though thé 
earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried 
into the midft of the fea ; though the waters thereof roar 


and be troubled, and the mountains fhake with the 
Swelling thereof. 


God is an immutable being. He is the fame yefler- 
day, to-day, and forever ; without any variablenefs, or 
Shadow of turning. Unchangeable in his nature and 
perfections, his power, wifdom and goodnefs endure 
forever. And therefore, as in his paft dealings with 
us, he hath given a full demonftration of his infinite 
benevolence, and the brighteft evidences of his merci- 
ful difpofition towards us, it becomes us, while with 
gratitude we recolleé& the fame, from thence to en- 
courage ourfelves ftill to hope and truft in him, what- 
ever difficulties and troubles, we may be involved in. 


We fhort-fighted mortals can fee but little way in= 
to the vaft {cheme of divine providence. There are 
no certain principles upon which we can proceed in 
calculating the revolutions of the fecret wheels there- 
of. We are unable to trace things into their various 
connections, or to look forward into all their rémote 
and diftant confequences The moft perplexed and 
calamitous circumftances, and gloomieft appearances 
of things, are no fure indications of God's having for- 
faken us finally. In the hidden, and to us uncertain 

connection of events, the moft affliGtive difpenfations 
‘of providence, may be beft adapted to promote our 
well-being. As God treats us as beings in a ftate of 
trial and difcipline, fo it cannot be reafonably doubt- 
ed, but he will order all events refpecting us, in fuch 
a manner, as his infinite wifdom (hall fee beft caicu- 
lated to promote our happinefs, taking our prefent 
and future exiftence into one connected view. In this 
view, the troubles and calamities, which aig 
wit 
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with in this world, may be confidered as difciplinary. 
corrections, proceeding from the mercy of God,who 
hath affured us, that, although for the prefent, they 
are not joyous but. grievous, yet, if we improve them 
aright, they will. finally work out for us a far more. 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Nor have thofe 
things which are grievous to us, for the prefent, a be- 
neficial tendency in reference to our future {tate on- 
ly; but they may alfo be meant for our good even in 
this world, and be defigned in providence to prepare 
the way for our. greater profperity and outward feli- 
city. The good patriarch, Jacob, when he cried out, 
All thefe things are againft me, little thought how. 
wonderfully providence was working for the {alvati- 
on of himfelf and his family. 


_ Whatever unfavourable conclufions, any perfons,. 
in the defpondency and dejedtion of their fpirits,may ; 
draw from the publick troubles we are.now involved 
in, the fupreme Governor of all things may have in- 
tended them for the onening a way for.the. exaltati-. 
on of the American colonies to the highett pitch of 
glory, honour, opulence, and renown, He, we know, . 
is able to defeat the defigns of afpiring ambition, and 
to over-rule the oppreffive and arbitrary fchemes that 
are now formed againft America, for rendering her 
more honourable and important among the nations, 
than fhe would otherwife be. The prefent uncon- 
ftitutional and violent minifterial. politicks, for aught | 
we know, may have been permitted by him, with a 
view to roll the ball of empire over,to this Weftern | 
world; and to make this land, (maugre the utmoft . 
efforts of powerful ambition and tyranny) the happy 
feat of peace, liberty, learning, arts, virtue and religi- 
on ; where, if any miferable pecple, in other quarters 
of the.globe, after being ftript of the bleffings of free=., 
dom, and having their necks galled, beyond juman 
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patience, with the cruel yoke of bondage, fhould be 
driven in their extremity, to feek a fafe retreat, they 
may finda fecure afylum from flavery and oppreflion, 
and quietly enjoy the fundamental rights of human 
nature. Should this be the effeét of the vigorous ex- 
ertions of the noble patriots and fons of freédom,who, 
at the rifk of their lives and eftates, are now engaged 
in the defence of their country, againft the violent af- 
faults of arbitrary power, unborn millions will rife up 
and call them b'effed ; and their memories will be 
dear to all pofterity, and will more defervedly receive 
the honours and praifes of future generations, than 
the memories of many renowned heroes of antiqui- 
ty, who are juftly infamous in the view of every 
lover of human kind; for being celebrated chiefly for 
the fuccefsful havock and devaftation they committed 
among their fellow-creatures, and the mifery and: 
wretchednefs which they fpread through the world, 


But whatever favourable or unfavourable conjec- 
tures any one may make, we know that the event of 
things’ is in the hands of God. Weare unable to un= 
fold the volumes of futurity ; and therefore we can- 
not with infallible certainty determine, what will be 
the iffue of the prefent civil commotions and hoftile 
contetts. However, let us, this day, in imitation of 
the Pfalmift, by a grateful recollection of paft favours; 
cheer and encourage our hearts, and endeavour to 
raife our confidence in Almighty God, the fupreme 
difpofer of all events, who can eafily break in pieces 
that yoke of bondage,which is prepared for our necks. 
The wonderful interpofitions of his providence in fa- 
your of our worthy anceftors, who, in order to re- 
move themfelves out of the reach of civil and eccle- 
fiaftical tyranny, and to enjoy unmolefted the bieff- 
ings of fiberty, voluntarily exchanged the fair fields 
of Britain for the inhofpitable wilds of America, may 

encourage » 


encourage us, their pofterity, in the prefent day of 
difficulty and danger, to put our truft in him, and to 
refer our caufe to him, in hopes that he will profper 
our exertions for the defence of thofe invaluable pri- 
vileges, that were fo dearly purchafed by them, 


_ When we confider that the grand motive, which 
induced our forefathers to leave their native country, 
and to tranfplant themfelves into the uncultivated de- 
farts of America, where they were fure of meeting 
with the greateft hardfhips and difficulties in acquir- 
ing a comfortable fubfitence, was a love of liberty, 
the bleffings whereof they were not permitted to en- 
joy on cheaper terms : When we confider alfo the 


‘many indubitable proofs, which the American colo- 


nies have given, from the beginning, of their loyalty 
and firm allegiance to the Britifh fovereigns, and their 
warm affection for the parent-ftate; and likewife that 
Great-Britain has been amply repaid for all the ex- 
pence fhe has ever been at in protecting them, by re- 
gulating and reftri@ing their conimerce in 'fuch a 
manner, as to. fecure the principal advantages and pro- 
fits thereof to herfelf:---When we confider thefe 
things, how unjuft and cruel muft it appear in her, 
to attempt to deprive us of our dearly bought and un- 
forfeited liberty, and reduce us to {ervitude and bon- 
dage? Will the never let us reft in peace, until we 
come to that place where all the weary are at refi ? 
Is it not enough that fhe drove out our progenitors 
by the iron rod of tyranny and oppreffion, and forced 
then to flee for refuge into the howling wildernefs of 
America? Will the alfo purfue us, their potterity,into 
thefe remote regions, to chaftife us with the fame iron 
rod, for no other fault than that of being a free peo- 
ple, and being refolved to continue fo ? One can 
hardly think of being thus purfued from Biitain into 
the deferts of America, without recollecting that paf~. 


face 
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fage in the Revelations, And to the woman were given 
two wings of a great eagle, that foe might fy into the 
wilderne/s, into her place’; where fhe is nourtfred--from 
the face of the ferpent : And the Jerpent caft out of bis 
mouth water, as a flood, after the woman, that he mi ‘hE 
caufe ber to be carried away of the pocd. 


Depotifm has for fome time been advancing with 
alarming ftrides againft American liberty. For feve~ 
ral years paft, we have been involved ina controver- 
fy of a moft interefting nature with Great- Britain; 
a controverfy, which ftrikes at the root of our civil, 
and greatly endangers our. religious * liberties and 
privileges.’ The Britith parliament, in which we are, 
in no fenfe, reprefented +, have in purfuance of an 
aflumed right to make laws binding on the colonies, 
in all cafes whatfoever, pafied many grievous aéts, 
tending to tear up our conftitution by the roots, to 
rob us of freedom, and fubject us to a ftate of inglo- 
rious fervitude. Alarmed at thefe proceedings, the 
colonies have reafoned, have remonftrated, have peti- 
tioned, but all in vain ; they who controul the coun- 
cils of Great-Britain, being determined, as it {eems, 
at all hazards, by force and violence, to carry their 
oppreflive {chemes into execution. Since the laft an- 
niverfary of this fort, things have been driven to ex- 
tremity, and America has been reduced to the difagre- 
able neceflity of refifting to blood. Britith troops 
have ftained their honour, bysdrawing the {word and 
commencing hottilities againft their brethren and fel- 


low 


@ We can have no feeurity of enjoying long our religious privileges, thould that minif- 
terial fyftem of oppreffion, which has been lately planned againft us, be once eftabtithed a- | 
fong us. For civil and ecciefiaftieal tyranny are nearly gllicd ; and the latter follows | 
clofe at the heels of the former. From the Canada bill, and fome other things favoura- 
ble to popery, wé have grounds to fear, that fhould the prefent fchemes of a:bitrary pow- | 
ex fucceed,the Scarlets Whore would foon get mounted on her Horned Beat in Amavice, 
and, wita the cup oF ABOMINATIONS ia her hand, ride triumphant over the heads 
ef true Provedants, making mullicudes DRUNK WITH THE WINE OF HER FORWI- 
CATIONS, : 


+ “ Among all the rights and privileges appertaining invo us, (to Englithmen) that 
of naving a Qiare.im Legiflation, znd being to be goveased by fuch laws as we ourfelvee 
tha]) shufe, is the mo fundamental and efentiai.” Lord Sommers. 
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dow fubjeats, for the baf purpofe of enflaving them. 
‘They bave wantonly ravaged and deftroyed fome of 
our maritime towns. Our capital, once the feat of | 
peace, profperity and opulence, wrefted from its pro- 
per owners, they have made the feat of violence and 
all the rigours of military defpotifm. Many of our bre- 
thren, driven from thence and from other fea-ports, 
have been odliged to feek an afvlum in the country, 


-from the unprovoked infuits end outrages of thefe 


inftruments of minifterial vengeance and ambition. 
Some of our brave fons have been flain in battle, 
whofe memories are dear to us, for having fallen in 
defence of their country. Unwearied pains have been 
taken to roufe. the Canadians and the favages of the 
wildernefs again{ft us, and excite them to fall on our 
frontiers. In fhort, every iniquitous method hath been 
attempted, for bringing flavery and mifery upon us. 


But God hath not forfaken us in thefe times of dif- 
ficulty and danger. He hath thewn mercy to us in 
a variety of inftances. Many beams of his goodnefs 
have fhone upon us through thefe dark fcenes. The 
Canadians and favage Indians hath he infpired with 
friendly difpofitions, and defeated all attempts to pro- 
voke them to draw the {word againft us. Our. Wef- 
tern expedition hath he remarkably profpered, giving 
into our hands many important forts and garrifons of 
our enemies, and enabling us to penetrate into the 
heart of Canada. He hath alfo {miled on our mili- 
tary operations in this province, and given fuch effi- 
cacy to our arms, as has enabled us to confine the 
main body of minifterial forces within narrow limits, 
and, in {pite of all theit pretended {kill and power, 
to prevent their breaking forth, and making thofe hof- 
tile excurfions into the country, which they intended, 
and by which the difhonourable defigns, upon which 


“they were fent here, were to be forced into execution. 


And 
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And though they may boaft of victory in the never to 
be forgotten battle of Charleftown, yet it was bought 
at the expence of fo many lives on their fide, that a 
few more fuch victories would prove their total defeat. 


It alfo demands our grateful notice, that the fupreme 
difpofer of all things, who has accefs to all minds, 
.and influences them as he pleafes, has infpired the co- 
Jonies with one heart and one {foul ; and by inkindling 
within them that ardent love of liberty, which glow- 
ed in the breafts of the firit fettlers of this country, 
and which has all along been a diftinguifhing charac- 
teriftic of New-Englad, has difpofed them to unite as 
a band of brethren, for the defence of their common 
liberties and privileges, againit the hoftile invafions of 
arbitrary power. é 


It becomes us alfo, with thankful hearts, to ac- 
knowledge the goodnefs of God to us, in beftowing 
on us a great variety of private perfonal bleffings, a- 
midft the public calamities which have fallen upon 
us. Amidft the dark afpeéts of providence, in refer- 
ence to our public affairs, we have enjoyed competent 
fupplies of food and raiment, and been favoured, not 
omy with the neceflaries, but with many of the de- 
lights and pleafant enjoyments of life. And although 
in addition to our other troubles, God has been plea- 
fed this year to fend the peftilence into many of our 
towns, whereby we have been bereaved of many of 
our dear friends and relatives, and to vifit us with a 
fevere drought, which prevailed for a while, threat- 
ning us with famine; yet through his good provi- 
dence the voice of health is again reftored, and the 
earth has yielded her increafe in fufficient plenty for 
the comfortable fupply of all our wants. 


It likewife deferves our moft grateful acknowledg- 
ments, that God has not yet permitted our religious _ 
privileges 


C a5°2 
privileges to be formally invaded ; and that we have 
hitherto quietly enjoyed his word and ordinances, and 
been allowed to worfhip him agreable to our con- 
{ciences. 


Thefe, with many other inftances of divine good- 
nefs, which every grateful foul will naturally recol- 


‘ Jeét, are plain evidences, that God hath not forgotten 


to be gracious; and they call for our devout and 
thankful acknowlegdments this day. 


But though in the midft of our troubles, we have 
had happy experience of many inftances of divine 


goodne(s, yet {till a dark and dreary cloud hangs low- 
ring over our Jand. May God almighty difperfe it, and 
reftore a ferene fky. To be compelled to wage war 
for the defence of our juft rights againft the encroach- 
ments of brethren, with whom we wifh to live in 
peace, cannot but be looked upon, by every confide- 
rate perfon, as one of the moft diftrefling calamities, 
that God ever brings upon a finful people. Every one 
who has a {park of true patriotifm in his breaft, can- 
not but feel the moft fenfible concern for his coun- 
try, under the preient perplexed and alarming fitua- 
tion of affairs. The appeal is now made to Heaven, 
to the fovereign arbiter of right and wrong, for the 
decifion of the controverfy between Britain and Ame- 
ricas The {word is drawn, and it feems, the fword, 
under God, muft decide it. If God be for us, we 
need not be afraid of the power or policy of thofe 
who have forced us to take up arms in our defence. 
All the boafted omnipotence of Britain, which has 
been thundered in our ears, in order to intimidate us 
into a tame furrender of our privileges, we know, is 
as nothing in comparifon with the power of the Lord 
God‘ of Hofts, who can accompiifh his -purpofes, in 
fpite of the utmoft oppofition of earth and hell. But 
\ fhould 
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he turn againft us, we muft fall before our enemies, 
although we were tenfold more powerful than they. 

It concerns us therefcre to give all dilligence to fecure 

his friendfhip and patronage, by repentence and a 

cheerful {ubmiffion to his laws and authonty. Our 

prefent troubles are indications of his difpleafure to- 
wards us, as a people, for our fins. By them he is 
now calling upon. us to forfake our fins and amend — 
our lives, that iniquity may not prove our ruin. If we 

hearken to his monitory warning voice, and reform, , 
we may hope that he will foon caufe bis face to /hine 

upon us,and fcatter the prefent gloomy fhades of night 

by the returo of a bright and joyful day. For this 

is his language ; At what inflant I fhall fpeak con-. 
cerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck 

up, and to pull down, and to deflroy it: If that nati- 

on againk whom I have pronounced, turn from their 

evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unte 

them. 


When we leok above inftruments to the fupreme 
difpofer of all events, we muft acknowledge that we 
are juftly dealt with, in the troubles that have been 
brought upon us. ~ For, fhall not the judge of all the 
earth do right 2? We know that it is impoffible for 
him todo otherwife. The mott intricate footiteps . 


_ of his providence are agreable to the everlafling rules 


of righteoufnefs, and would appear fo to us, had we 
a thorough comprehenfion of the whole fcheme of 
his moral government. 


But though we muft acknowledge our troubles to 
be juft confidered as ordered by God, yet have we 
reafon to accufe the infiruments thereof of great in-_ 
guftice and cruelty. 1 truft we can fafely appeal to 
that Being, who fearches all hearts, to witnefs for 
our fincerity, when we declare, that we have defired 
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mo more than the peaceable enjoyment of our jut 
rights and liberties, The invafion of thefe, in viola- 
tion of the {acred fecurity of charters founded on royal 
‘faith, is the fole ground of the prefent refiftance of 
America, The charges of difloyalty and rebellious 
ditpofitions, that have been brought againft us, have 
had no foundation, but inthe calumnies of enemies. 
Though 1 will not vouch for the effects of the defpa- 
ration into which the colonies are now driven, yet I 
will venture to affirm that their refiftance to the mea- 
fures of adminiftration, did not originate from a de- 
fire of independancy. They had it not even in con- 
templation to break their connection with Great-Bri- 
tain. On the contrary, it has been their warmeft with, 
to live in friendly union with her, might they be per- 
mitted to do fo, without a refignation of their invalu- 
able rights. Had the adhered to that true art of go- 
vernment, which, as the Bifhop of St. Afaph obferves, 
lies in not governing too much, they would never have 
made any refiftance. But when the had puthed things 
to fuch an extremity, that there was no other alter- 
native, but either fuch conceffions and fubmiffions as 
they plainly perceived would be fatal to their liber- 
ties, or refiftance ; impreffed with a fenfe of the im- 
portance of freedom, they choofe the latter. 


However bad we may be ina moral view, yet we 
are perfwaded our caufe is good. Happy would it 
be for us, if we had the fatisfaction of a good con- 
{cience towards God, as we have of a good caufe, 
The caufe in which we are engaged, is the fame, for 
which our worthy anceftors facrificed eyery thing 
elfe that was dearto them. For the fake of Liberty 
they quitted their tendereft connections and the dear- 
eft delights cf life, and voluntarily expofed them- 
felves to all hazards, and encountered all perils and 
difficulties, And the Almighty manifefted his appro- 
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bation of their caufe, by remarkably fupporting and 
profpering their noble exertions. From hence we 
have reafon to hope that he will alfo gracioufly ap- 
pear for us, and efpoufe our caufe, if we put our truit 
in him, and pay him due acknowledgments and re- 
{pects, 


_ Time would fail me to recount the wonders, which 
God hath wrought for his American-Ifrael in times 
paft ; how he fhielded them againft the rage of the 
Savages of the wildernefs ; and caufed them, when 
few in number, to triumph over their numerous ene- 
paies ; how often he relieved them in diftrefles, and 
protected them in dangers, and interpofed to defeat 
the crafty policies and mifchievous machinations of 
thofe that rofe up againft them ; how wonderfully 
he provided for them in all their ftraits, and ftrength- 
ened them to overcome difficulties, to human appear- 
ance unfurmountable : But there are two remarkable 
inftances of the goodnefs of providence towards this 
land, which, at fuch a day as this, it may be profita- 
ble for us to call to remembrance, in order to encou- 
rage our hope and truft in God ; I mean, the over- 
throw of the arbitrary {chemes of that tyrannical def- 
pot, James the fecond, under the adminiftration of 
Sir Edmond Andros, about ninety years ago ; and 
the defeat of the French fleet and army, at Chebuc- 
tah, about thirty years fince. 


The firft charter of the Maffachufetts-Bay, with 
other charters of the New-England provinces, having 


been unrighteoufly * taken away, the lives, liberties 


. and 


® After 2 Quo-Warranto was iffued again their sherter, the Maffachufetts province 
were cited by a writ of Scire Facias to appear at Weftminfter to make their defence ; 
but the time allowed them was fo hort, that before they received the Scire Facias, the 
cafe was deeided againft them. Though it was ftrongly urged in the Court of Chancery, 
that in the time given it was impoffible to have a return from New-England, and that as 
they had not given time long enowgh, it was, in effet, giving no time at all, yes the 
court, being predetermined, decreed the Charter forfeited ow DEFAULT OF APPEAR- 
ance, Vid. Hut. Hif.Vol. 1. How unfair, apd contrary to all rules of equity, was this! 
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and properties of the inhabitants, became fubject to 
the abfolute difpofal of the government at home, 
which was fufficiently inclined to tyranny. Svon af- 
ter this, James the fecond, an avowed papiit, acceded 
to the throne, whofe reign was diftinguifhed, by his 
refolute endeavours to banifh liberty from his domi- 
nions, and enflave all his fubjects. In 1686 he fent 
Sir Edmond Andros to execute his tyrannical {chemes 
in New-England. No fooner had Sir Edmond arrti- 
ved in Bofton, and entered on his government, but, 
(as it is no unufual thing for the greateft tyrants to do) 
he made high profeffions of regard for the publick 
good and the welfare of the people. But ‘ Nero 
concealed his tyrannical difpofition more years, than Sir 
Edmond did months. It was not long before the cafe 
of fome, who apprebended themfelves to be oppreffed, came 
under confideration, and one of the council told them that 
they muft not think the privileges of Englifhmen would 
follow them to the end of the world.--- Men's titles to 
their eflates were declared of no value, and they were 
called upon to purchafe new patents.---The people were 
menaced that their meeting-houfes foould be taken from 
them, and the public worfbip, in the congregational way, 
fhould not be tolerated.---The Governor threatned to 
punifh any man who gave two-pence towards the fup- 
port of a non-conformif? minifer.” “ Some churches 
who had agreed to fet a-part days of thank/giving on 
a particular occafion, were told, that they fhould meet 
at their peril, and that foldiers (bould be fent to guard 
their meeting -boufes*.” 


The infults and oppreffions of Sir Edmond’s admi- 
niftration at length became intolerable.. The people, 
exa(perated beyond all patience, flew to arms, feized 

‘ the 


* Thefe thing? are related’on the authority of one of our own Hiftorians, who, it may 
be prefumed, would not exaggerate the methods taken oa the fide of government to in- 
fringe tha l*berties of the people, fince in a letter to a member of parliament, relative to 
the prefent difputea, he gives it as his opinion, that THERE MUST BE AN ABRIDG- 
MENT OF WHAT ARE CALLED ENGLIsH LIgeRrTies. 
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the Governor with many others who had been aiding 
_to his arbitrary meafures, being refolved, at all ha- 
zatds, if poffible, to tear from theit necks that griev- 
ous yoke of bondage, that was put upon them, What 
would have been the effect of the people's rifing and 
taking arms on this occafion, had James accomplith- 
ed his arbitrary defigns in Great-Britain, we cannot 
tell. The vengeance of that haughty defpot, would, 
no doubt, have attempted fome fevere punifhment. 
But Heaven prevented. For providence ordering a 
Revolution in England about the fame time, the 
power of oppreffion was broken, and this people were 
happily delivered from the fad effects of enraged ty- 
ranny, which they might otherwife have feared, and 
reftored to the peaceable enjoyment of the bieflings 
of liberty ¢, which they were in the utmoft danger 


of loofing forever. 
This 


+ The people of England, provoleed at the arbitrary meafures of James the fecond, car= 
tied their oppofition to fuch an height, that he; through fear, left the kingdom ; upon 
which, declaring the throne vacant, and exchiding James and his family, they put thé 
Geptre into the hands of William, Prince of Orange, and changed the line of fucceffion. 


And it may be obferved in juftification of America, that the principles upon which 
this memorable revolution was conduéted and brought about, and the principles upon whieh 
the refifts and oppofes the unlimited claims ef the Biitith legiflature, are much the fames 
For as it matters not whevher flavery comes from the hands of one or of taany, fo the 
fame reafon that will juftify a people in oppofing arbitrary power in a fingle man, will e- 
qually hold to juftify them in oppofing the fame kind of power in a number of men. No 
one, I believe, is pofieffed of fuch an acute difcernment, as to be able to perceive any ma- 
terial difference between being fubje& to unlimited defpotifm in a fingle perfon, under the 
title of abfolute monarch, and being fubjeét to the like defpotic power claimed by a far 
diftant legiflature, in which we are not teprefented. A right in the Britith parliament 
to legiflate for us ¢ in ali cafes whatfoever,’ as a fenfible writer obferves, «¢ Would place ue 
fn the fame fituation the people of England would have been reduced toy had James the 
firft and his family fucceeded in their fchemes of arbitrary power. Changing the werd 
Stuarts for PARLIAMENT, and BriTons for AMER ICANS, the arguments of 
the illuftrious patriots of thofe’ times, apply with inexpreffible force and appofitenefs, in 
maintainance of our caufe, and in refutation of the pretenfions fet up by their too forget= 
ful pofterity over their unhappy colonifts.” And when we confider, that on the principles 
of the revolution, which are evidently in favour of America, his prefent Majefty’s right 
to the throne depends ; is there not ieafoa to fufpeét, that the movers and abettors of 
the prefent opprefsive and violent meafures profecuted againft the colonies, (however free 
they are to charge us with difloyalty) are themfelves Jacobites in heart ; and have had it 
in view, firft to produce a rupture between Bri:ain and America, and then to take the ad- 
vantage thereof, ta intwoduce the Pretender, and advance the Stuart family to its ancient 


dignity ! 
} Though the people of this province had reafon to rejoice with others, in she happy 


revolution, that was brought about in England, whereby they weie delivered from the 
: tyranny 
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This deliverance ought ever to be remembered by 
us with gratitude to the Mo/t High, who ruleth in the 
kingdoms of men, and giveth them to whomfoever he 
pleafeth. And it fhould encourage us to put our truft 
in the Almighty, who is able to defeat the unrigh- 
teous {chemes of thofe, who without caufe have rifen 
up againft us, and to return their oppreffions on their 
own heads. 


The other remarkable inftance of God’s merciful 
interpofition for the falvation of New- England, 
which deferves our grateful commemoration, is the 
defeat of the French fleet and army at Chebuctah, a- 
bout thirty years ago. This armament was the moft 
powerful that ever before was fent to America. It 
confifted, fays a credible writer, of “* twenty men of 
war, an hundred tranfports, about eight thoufand dif- 
ciplined troops with veteran officers, and vaft quanti- 
ties of provifion, powder, fhot, arms, cannon, bombs 
and mortars, fufficient to take the ftrongeft places ; 
and all under one commander of figure, Duke D'An- 
ville, a nobleman of ability, {kill and courage.” And 
New-England was then in a weak and defencelefs 
ftate, unable to withftand fuch a mighty force. But 
the Lord God omnipotent interpofed, and marveltouf- 
ly defeated this formidable armada. He caufed the 
fiars in their courfes to fight againft them, as they did 
again{t Sifera of old. The winds and feas were muf- 
tered againft them; the peftilence was commiffioned 
to invade their hoft ; innumerable blocks and un- 
forefeen crofs accidents were thrown in their way ; 
by all which, they were baffled, confoundea, defeat- 

ed, 


tyranny of the Stuart family, yet they never recovered their firft charter, which ought in 
equity to have been reftored, fince it was unjuftly wiefted from them, in arbicrary times, 
when many other charters, which were afterwards reftored, fell a facrifice to lawlefs power 
and ambition, However, they obtained another charter, which, though it abridged fome 
of their former privileges, was yet fo favourable to their liberties as Englifhmen, that they 
cheerfully accepted the fecurity it promifed them againft all future encroaohments.on theit 
rights. But their pofterity have found, to their forrow, that the oacit folemn charters 
and ftipulations are no fence againft arbitrary power. 


. 
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ed, and obliged to return afhamed, with a wretched 
remnant, to their own country. Thus falvation was 
wrought for us in a moft miraculous manner, with- 
out the inftrumentality of human means. This was 
the Lord’s doing, and jt ought always to be marvelous 
in our eyes. And this may teach us that the events 
of war, are not always agreable to human conjectures 
and probabilities, but at God’s difpofal, who can ea- 
fily, by ways and means little thought of by men, 
difconcert the beft concerted human fchemes, and 
crufh into abortion the unrighteous enterprizes of his 
people’s enemies. 


Now, when we recolle& thefe and fuch-like fig- 
nal interpofitions of divine providence in favour of 
New-England and America, what abundant reafon 
have we to hope and truft in God, in the prefent 
dark and difficult day ? However great the power or 
policy of our enemies may be, ftill we have this to 
comfort us, that the Lord reigneth, who is able to con- 
found the deepeft policies of men, to turn their wifett 
counfels into foolifhnefs, to overthrow all their mif- 
chievous devices, and entangle them in the {nares, 
which they have prepared for others. The wrath 
of man is under his controul ; he fetteth bounds there- 
to, and faith, zhus far shalt thou come, but no further. 
Whatever men may defign, or attempt, the counfel of 
the Lord, that fhall fiand. And from what he has 
done for his American heritage in times paft, we 
have reafon to hope that he will never {uffer jt to be 
given up to reproach and ruin, but will ftill prote& 
and defend it, and fruftrate all the evil defigns of its 
enemies, if prevailing fin does not obftruét the courfe 
of his mercy. 


The caufz of Liberty, is the caufe of learning, arts, 
virtue and religion, ’ 
ASEOE 
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«¢ For which the patriot, and the fage, 
“© Have plann’d, and bled through every age.” 


Slavery tends dire€tly to increafe the degeneracy 
of human nature, and to extinguifh every fpark of 


. genius : It is the prolific fource of ignorance, grofs 


{uperftition, and favage barbarifm: It is the bane of 
all focial virtues, a mortal enemy to the liberal arts 
and fciences, and to pure and undefiled religion. The 


‘caufe of liberty is therefore the caufe of God. And 


if we do not exclude ourfelves from his favour by 
incorrigible wickedne({s, we may reafonably hope that 
he will eventually fucceed our exertions in this noble 
caufe, either by infpiring the minds of our unnatural 
enemies with fuch peaceable difpofitions, as may lay 
a foundation for a juft and amicable accommodation ; 
or by throwing fuch infuperable obftacles in their 
way, as fhall compel them to lay afide their ambiti- 
ous fchemes, and permit us again, in tranquillity, to 
enjoy that freedom, to which we have an unalienable 
right, founded in the great charter of our being. If 
we order our converfation aright, and humbly feek 
to God for help and deliverance, we cannot hope for 
too much from his providence. If we will but amend 
our ways, and imitate the piety of our worthy ancef- 
tors, we fhall have grounds to hope, as our caufe is 
good, that God will appear for us, as he often did 
for them, and caufe us to fee his falvation. 


Were our noble anceftors, who came over to this 
country for the fake of liberty, to rife from their 
graves, and make their appearance on the ftage, at 
this day ; with what inflamed indignation would 
they behold that fyftem of oppreffion and flavery, - 
which has been lately formed againft New-England 
and America, and which has forced people, though 
with reluétant hearts, to take arms for their defence? 
How would their generous fouls be fired with honeft 
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tefentment at the arbitrary fchemes, and fanguinary 
violent meafures of the Britifh miniftry, defigned to 
rob their pofterity of that ineftimable patrimony of 
liberty, which at the deareft rate they obtained for 
them, and tran{mitted down to them, to be by them 
inviolably preferved, and handed from one generati- 
on to another, 'to the end of time / With what pecu- 
jiar fatisfation and fmiling approbation, would they 
behold their fons, warmed with the fame facred 
flame of liberty, which once animated their breatts, 
zealoufly exerting themfelves in freedom’s noble 
caufe, and earneftly contending for the defence and 
fupport of their invaded rights ! And while with pity 
they beheld thofe fervile timid {pirits, who, rather 
than engage in any noble exertion or tempt any ha- 
ward for the fake of freedom, would. Iffachar-like, 
bafely bow their shoulders to bear, and become fervants 
unto tribute ; with what fovereign contempt would 
they look down on thofe venal fordid few, who, in 
hopes of aggrandizing themfelves, and rioting in the 
fpoils of injured and opprefled innecence, have been 
inculcating the long exploded and treafonable * doc- 
trine of paffive obedience and non-refiftance, and aid- 
ing, to the utmoft of their power, the unconftituti- 
onal meafures of adminiftration, for the enflaving, 
and ruining their native country ? And with what 
ardor and earneftnefs, would they warn us againft 
fubmitting to any yoke of bondage, and enjoin it up- 
on us to, ftand faft in our liberties, and to perfevere 
in our laudible ftruggles for the defence and preferva- 
tion of them !---Methinks I hear thefe brave and 
venerable perfonages, befpeaking us in the following 
{train ; ‘ We fled from our native land for the fake 
: of 

# If the doétrine of unlimited fubmiffion and paffive obedience to the POWERS EN 
BEING, beonceadmit#ed as juft and reafonable, it will follow by inevitable confequeace, 
that the laft revolution in England was a grand rebellion ; and that all who had an hand 


in it, were rebsis and traitors ; and that all the Kings who have reigned finge that time 
in Gseat-Britain, deferve the title of ufurpera, 
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of liberty, which we efteemed the fovereign boon of 
Heaven, and deareft of all outward enjoyments: For 
the fake of this ineftimable bleffing, we croffed the 
dangerous feas, and took up our refidence ip this then. 
uncultivated wildernefs: For the fake of this invalu- 
able enjoyment, we expended our treafure, endured 
all fatigues and hardthips, and often jeoparded our 
lives in bloody wars with the favage natives: We 
have {uffered every thing in the caufe of freedom--- 
for this we have fought---for, this we have bled, 
You have entered into our labours, and without be- 
ing expofed to any great hardfhips and dangers,have 
enjoyed, till lately, the benign {miles of liberty, which. 
coft us fo much toil and blood. But now the day of 
trial is come. That infernal moniter, Slavery, from 
which we fled, not difcouraged by former unfuccefs- 
ful attempts, has again in great wrath, crofled the 
Atlantic, determined, if poffible, to erect his throne 
on thefe weftern thores. Be not daunted at his hedi- 
ous form, nor affrighted at his menaces.. Oppofe 
him asa fiend of hell, Colleét all your zeal and re- 
folution into one united and vigorous effort, to expel 
him from hence. Quit yourfelves like men; be © 
brave ; be courageous ; be determined, would you 
be free. Liberty is the legacy, the rich legacy,which 
we have bequeathed to you, under a facred entail, to 
be by you conveyed inviolate.to your pofterity. Let 
it never be faid of our fons that they have bafely 
given un this legacy, and pufillanimoufly fubmitted 
their necks to the iron yoke of bondage. — Let it ne- 
ver be faid of our fons, that they confented to live in 
thraldom themfelves, and to leave a race of flaves be- 
hind them. Difgrace not your noble parentage ; 
bring not everlafting infamy upon yourfelves, and 
perpetual mifery upon your defcendants, by any fub- 
miffigns pernicious to liberty. Be not difmayed at 
the appearance of dangers and difficulties, but with 
D fortitude 
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fortitude and heroifm becoming the importance of 
the caufe, continue your zealous endeavours, to fave 
yourfelves, your country and pofterity from impend - 
ing fervitude. And for your encouragement, remem- 
ber the years of the right band of the Moft High, and 
call to mind the many wonders which he has wrought 
in times paft, in favour of his church and people in 
this land ; and confider that dis arm is not fhortned 
that he cannot fave, but that he is a3 able to help and 
deliver you, as he was your forefathers. Make him 
your friend and ally, and apply to him for aid,.and 
doubt not, but he will interpofe, to divert the evils 
that are levelled againft you, to banifh fervitude far 


from you, and to f{ucceed and profper your leudible 


contefts for the maintaining and fecuring the blefl- 
ings of freedom. May the Lord of Hofts be with 
you, and the God of Faceb be your refuge.” 


In imitation of our pious progenitors, let us, while 
we are in the ufe of all natural and lawful means of 
defence and fafety, put our truft in God, the only 
hope and faviour cf his people in times of trouble. 
And while we refer our caufe to him, let us take care 
to approve ourfelves to him, by a conicientious obe- 
dience to his holy wil, as we defire that he fhould 
efpoufe our caufe, and fecure to us thofe outward li- 
berties and privileges, for which we are now earneft- 
ly: contending. Let us be thankful to him for fuch 
mercies as we have received and {till enjoy, and ex- 
prefs our gratitude by a pious and holy converfation. 
_ Whatever bleffings he is pleafed to beftow upon us, 
_ let vs improve to his honour, with fobriety and 
thankfgwing, Let us beware of pride, and cautiou{- 


~ dy abilain from latemperance, prodigality and extra- 


vagance, vices, which, as they are contrary to the {pi- 

rit of religion, and highly provoking to Heaven, fo 

they alfo, in the natural courfe of things, tend ta 
A bring 
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bring poverty and ruin upon a people; and which; 
we have reafon to think, have hada great hand in 
pulling down the prefent calamities upon us. Let us, 
in our manner of living, confine ourfelves to the — 
ftricteft rules of frugality and prudential ceconomy, 
as being highly ornamental to chriftians ; greatly con- 
ducive to the profperity of fociety, at all times ; and 
peculiarly neceflary at fuch a day as this. And to fru- 
gality and ceconomy let us add induftry, and then, 
while we are bleffed with the common {miles of pro- 
vidence, we need not fear being ftarved into flavery, 
in fuch a land of plenty as this. The fimplicity of 
living which obtained among our forefathers in the 
early age of this country, much refembling the fimpli- 
city of the patriarchal ages, was much better adapted 
to promote temporal felicity, than the luxury, which, 
with the increafe of wealth, has fince taken place 
and prevailed. Nature is content with little. It is: 
comparatively ealy to {upply the neceffities of nature ; 
but to fatisfy pride is impoffible. Pride introduces 
luxury and expenfive ways of living ; and cuftom 
gives fuch a currency to fuperfluities, that frugality 
can fcarcely efcape the odious epithets of meannefs 
and avarice. But by whatever hard names it may- 
be called, frugality is a virtue of high importance to 
2 people’s profperity ;. and therefore, as we with well 
to our country, in the prefent troublefome times, it — 
behoves us to retrench our extravagancies and fuper- 


fluous expences ; to drop foreign luxuries; and con * 
fine ourfelves, as much as poffible, to our own ma- __ 


nufactures, and the produétions of our own land. 
This is what providence is now inculcating upon us, 
by the obftruGions thrown in the way of foreign 
commerce. And happy fhail we be, and abundant 
reafon fhall we have to give thanks to God, if we 
can des our liberty, though we thould be depri- 
ved cf thote foreign fuperfluities, which have been 
generally 


( 28 ) 
generally too fhamefully abufed as occafions of pride 
and vanity. ; ; 


But let us, my hearers, more efpecially take care 
to make a wife improvement of our religious advan- 
tages and privileges, which, through the goodnefs of 
God, have been hitherto preferved to us entire, Let 
us live up to our obligations as chriftians, and by a 
diligent improvement of the means of grace, endea- 
vour to make feafonable preparation for a blefled im- 


mortality in the world to come.. This world, at beft, 


is a vale of tears. Many are the unavoidable forrows 
and infelicities, that flow from the frailties of our 
frame, and the precarious unftable nature of alt earth- 
ly enjoyments ; much greater and more numerous 
are the troubles, vexations and woes, that flow from 
the ungoverned lufts of men, which are an unhappy 


fource of perpetual difcord, variance, {trife, rapine, 


ge 


violence and war. But we are aflured that there is 
a better world, prepared beyond the grave, for all 
good men, where they fhall be exempt from all evil, 
and enjoy compleat and endlefs felicity. Thither let 
us foar in our affections ; thither let us bend our 
courfe; and to prepare therefor let us make the main 
bufinefs of our lives. If we will do thus, the prof- 
pect of future bleffednefs and glory, which, with in- 
creafing brightnefs will open to our view, will great» 
ly alleviate and affuage the forrows of this life, and af- 


ford us confolation amidft all the affliGions and tri- 
-bulations of this troublefome tranfitory world. 


Religion, my friends, the resigion of Jefus imbib- 


ed into the heart, and reduced to practice, is the chan- 


nel through which the greate!t comforts that can be 
enjoyed on eaith, are conveyed unto men. This will 
give us hope in God, and quiet repofe un@er the 
wings of his mercy, ia times of the greateft trouble 


and 


noble and happifying nature, i that outward civil : 
liberty for which we are contending, this day. This » 


will free us from the tyrannical dominion of our 
lufts and paffions, and advance us to the glorious i- 
berty of the children of God, wherein the perfection 
and happinefs of human nature confift, and without 
which, we thall be flaves, how much foever we may 
hate the name. This, in fine, will afford us great. 
joys, in the views of divine favour, here ; and pre- 
pare the way for our admiffion to joys unfpeakable and 
full of glory, to joys uninterrupted, everlafting, and 
adequate to our capacities, in the beatific prefence of 
God, hereafter. AMEN. 
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